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®  THE NEW YORKER SEEMED TO STRAY A

"HROM RACTSM TO TOKENTSM: OF BLACKS TN NEW YORKER

OF RACE, BEING THAT IT WAS GEAF
UPPER MIDDLE CLASS, WHITE, A
WHEN BLACKS DID APPEAR, IT
ROLES, OR BUT OF RACLST JOKES
10 YEARS FEATURED A BLACK CHA
NOT THE FOCUS

AFTER THE CIVIL RTGHTS MOVEME
NUMBER OF BLACK SUBJECTS TN CAKTOO



KEEP TN MIND, HOWEVER THAT THE STUDY
I POSTTIVE ROLES HAS SNCE, THEN (E
INCREASED, ALONG WITH THE NUMB

(OULD FIND NO MATOR RESE
ECENT YEARS, BUT WHILE LT WAS
PRE-20005/20105), TODAY THER
WITHOUT RACE AS THE CENTERPLE

I
R
gl

THE NEW YORKER ORTGINALLY DID
STAFF T LTBERAL LEANTNG AND HAS
PIECE “ARRANGEMENT TN BLACK AND




IAMPLES OF POKING FUN AT RACTSTS:

".Vinmda, I thought you’d be interested in this. .. by your people, you know—such significant
solidity . . . such a surface ... how do you do it?” )

ARRANGEMENT IN

HE woman with
the pink velver
e wreathed
round the assisted gold
of her hair traversed
the crowded room at an
interesting gait combin-
ing a skip with a sidle,
and clutched the lean
arm of her host.
“Now I got youl”
“Now  you

. belle” i
. “Well. How

you to do me the most
terrible _favor.  Will
you? Will you please
Prety pleas?”

s it2” said

her
“Lulen," she said. “I
mect V

P'm just simply crazy about that man.
Oh, when he sings! When he sings
those spirituzls!  Well, I said to Bur-
ton, ‘It a good thing for you Walter
Williams is colored,” I said, ‘or you'd
have lots of reason to be jealous

really love to meet him. I'd like to
tell him Pve heard him sing. Will
you be an angel and introduce me to

i

“Why, certainly,” said her host. “T
thought you'd met him. The party’s
for him. Where is he, anyway?”
“Hes over there by the bookease,”
she said. “Let’s wait tll those people
et through alking to him. Well, T
think yow're simply marvellous, giving
this perfectly marvellous party for
m, and having him meet all thesc
i and all. Ton't he terribly
grateful?
“I hope not,” said her host.
“I think ifs really terribly nice,”
do. I don't see why on
rth it isn’t perfectly all right to meet
colored people. 1 haven’t any feeling
at all about it—not onc single bit.
Burton—oh, he’s just the other w:
Well, you know, he comes from Vir-
ginia, and you know how they are.”
“Did he come tonight?” sid her

ost.
“No, e couldn’s,” she said. “I'm
a regular grass widow tonight. T told

BLACK AND WHITE

&>

40

him when [ left, “There’s no telling
what Ill do, I ssid. He was just so
ired auy b cold't more. Ton't it

A i her b
Waie 6l el i T et Waker
said. “Hell just
SGHIGGE (Ob, me kvevimoyt wsges
ents about colored people. T talk 1o
him Like 1 don’t know what, T get so
excitsd. ‘Oh, don’t be so silly,” T s
But I must say for Burton, he's heaps
broader-minded than lots of these
Southerners. He'srally wfully fond
of colored people. Well, b
self, he wouldn’t have thtt srr\'anb.
And you know, he had this old colored
nurse, this regular old nigger mammy,
and he just simply loves her. Why,
every time he gocs home, he goes out
He doss,

<ays he hasn’t got a‘word to say against
colored people as long s they keep
their place.  He's always doing things
for them—giving them clothes and T
don’t know what all. The only thing
he says, he says he wouldn’t sit down
at the table with one for 2 million
dollars. *Oh,’ I say to him, ‘you make
me sick, talling like that” T'm just
terrible to him. f\rcn v. 1 terrible?”
“Oh, nn no, no,” said her host.
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“I am” she sid. “T know

am. Poor Burton! Now, me,

T do't feel that way at all. I

haven’t the slightest feeling about col-

ored peole. Wiy, I'm just couzy
> They'r

ing and laughing and every-
thing. Aren’t they the hap-
piest things you ever saw

vour life? Honesdy, it makes
me laugh just to hear them.
Oh, I like them. T really
do.” Well, now, listen, I have
this colored Laundress, I've
had her for years, and I'm
devoted to her. She’s a real
character. Andlwnm to tell

en
think of her.
Buron, “Well, for Hemver's
sakes, we're all human be-
n’t wei”
"\es. S her hst, “Yes,
inde
“Now this Walter Wil-
liams,” she said. “I think
a man like that’s a real artist.
I do. I think he deserves an
awful lot of eredit. Goodness, I'm
or_anything,
at color he
T honestly think if 2 person’s an artist,
nobody ought to have any feeling 2t
all about mecting them. That's ab-
solutely what T say to Burton. Don’t
vou think P'm right?””
“Yes,” said her host. “Oh, yes.”
“That’s the way T fecl,” she said.
“I just can’t understand people heing
narrow-minded. T absolutely
think it's a privilege to meet a man
like ter Willizms. Now, Ido. I
haven't any fecling at all. Well, my
goodness, the good Lord made him,
just the same as He did any of us.
Didn’t He?”
“Surely,” said her host. Y
decd.”
“That’s what I say,” she said. “Oh,
I get so furious when people are nar-
ow-minded about colored people. It's
just all T can do not to say something.
OF course, I do admit when you get
2 bad colored man, they're simply
werrible. But as Tsay to Burton, there
are some bad white people, too, in this
worl(l Aren’t there?”
ess there arc,” said her host.
“wn,, 14 really b g s bave 3
man like Walee jams come to
i sl g o s, e i,
she said. “OF course, T couldn't ask



HOWEVER, THE SAME MAGAZINE ALSO FEATURED THESE ADS AND DEPTCTIONS

All Golf’s
Chillun
Got Simple Sweaters




REPRESENTATION Ih

THE NEW YORKER STRAYE
INCREASED POSITLVE
MIMICKED A SORT
PROMOTED RACTS

SEEMS TO POKE FU
REPRESENTATION FO







THE OBAMA CONTRO

THIS COVERED RECETVE
THEJULY 215T, 2008
FAR-RIGHT CONSPIRA
WITH TERRORISTS.

ALTHOUGH, THE COVE

RACTALLY TNSENSITIVE
DEPICTIONS OF PEOPLE
RACTSM TN AMERTCA




BUT ONE'S
JIRONIC.

THE SOPHISTICATED
CAN FAOT THE
DIFFERENCE.

RESPONSE TO UBAMA COVER



HASTDIC KIS
THIS COVER REFERENCES THET

HASTDIC JEWS AND AFRICA
WHICH RESULTED IN TW
MEANT TO INSPIRE, k

INSENSTTIVE. 1T WAS
(OMPLEX RACTAL PROB
IMAGINE “LOVE BEING

THE MAGAZINE WAS UNDE
AT THE TIME, AND TRE COVER
PRIZE WINNER ART SPETGELMEN.















